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And it brings me te the fackt that we saam to nob
raalize wa have internationsal treaties that may be wall
egtablisghed and that we may not have chisg waker available to
us., With that in mind I think there ought to be ancther way
cf bringing -- of having water to the west coast if not from
the eapt from the west.

But there's one thing I think we have overlocked to
cne degree and that is that we are on the west side of the
Pacific plate and there is what is known as the San Andreas
Fault that starts at the Sea of Corter and goes up north.

he I racall, there is -- according to those in the
know thers is still yet a majer sarthquake that could
poFsibly impact the area. aAnd if that were to be Lrua it
could certainly askew the EIR/EIS conaiderably and possibly
we would have the continuation of the Gulf of Cortez as far
as up parhaps as Palm Springs.

Wa might ba abla te Ealk ko Maxico and parhaps havae
a wast coast Mavy in the Gulf of Cortez site. and Lf that
is the case, we would still have to have a desalination plam
evar there perhaps, too.

Thank you.

MS3. CARD: Thank you. Lawrence Anderson? It
appears that Lawrende Anderson is not hers tonight.

Do wa have any addiciecnal apeaker cardsy 1Is there

anyone in the audience wha would like to step forward and
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make a statement for the record?

We could allow a brief additicnal statement from
thoss who have already provided statement.

ME. VIGEAUT: I would just like to say I don't
baliswve the natural state of the Salton Sea ia as & sink.
Thare iz m lot of archaslogical evidencs to supporkt -- ko
Bhows it's been a major fishing lake, huge lake, much bligger
atk many times than it is now, uged by the Indiana for
Ehouzands and thousands of years.

It is no more naturally a sisk. It's been coming
and going en ies own for several thousands of yeara. And
now wa contrel ites life bleosd. 8o -- because we have
harnassaed the Calorade. Then it ssams we have sort of a
duty. It's life is in our hands.

M9. CARD: Thank you. Could you, pleasa, state
your name for che record.

M3, VIGEAUT: Yeah. Ingrid Vigeauk.

ME. EQSSMAN: Good evening. I'm Antonic Rosaman.

I serve as special couneel to Imperial County. I don't want
ta abuse the privilaga. As you know, I spoke to you all
last night imn E1 Centrs. I just want to emphasize one point
about growth ianducing impacts, which was just at the end of
our presentation last mighk.

And our prospective maybe a little bit different.

¥You have heard a leot of that debate here, which is chviously
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Response to Comment P2-80
The commenter is correct in stating that the Sea has experienced a
succession of dry and wet periods. The commenter is also correct in
stating that archaeological evidence shows that the Sea has historically
been used by Indian Tribes, mostly for fishing purposes. This
information is included in Section 3.8, Cultural Resources, in the Draft
EIR/EIS. However, the commenter is incorrect in stating that the Sea is
not naturally a "sink." The Sea is located in a low-lying area, which
collects drainage from the Imperial and Coachella Valleys and has with
no natural outlet; therefore, from a geologic standpoint, it is a natural
sink.

Response to Comment P2-81

Comment noted.
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1 che subrext af che debate about the future of this
2 community, which is not Imperial County's businesa. o Response to Comment P2-82 .
The definition of the Proposed Project was prepared in accordance with
2 But it is Imperial County's business to make sure the guidelines and regulations of CEQA and NEPA, and is therefore
4 that as Californians we do the best we can to meet our adequately defined.
5 obligations to the Secretary of Interior and te the othar
P2-81 & Colorade bamin states who are going te be asking have we ReSponse to Comment P2'83
| Please refer to the Master Responses on Other—Growth Inducement
7 done it right. Analysis and Other—Desalination in SDWCA Service Area and
Comments Calling for Increased Conservation in Section 3 of this Final
- 8 And without getting into the debates as to what the EIR/EIS
| uleimaka praject should lesk like because from Imperial
pP2-g2 10 County's point of view, it is not adequately defined and
11 that iz still a work in progress in which we ars going to
: 12 kave to participate. Let me strongly urge you to geb this
P2-83
13 grewth inducing impact zight.
14 And what speakers who say this ia not a problem
15 ignere is that portion of the Bureau's EIS that acknowledges
16 that the nc project alternative insludes the loss of up to
17 or more kthan eix hundred thousand acra-feet par year from
13 the Colorads Rivar.
13 The no proeject alternative, if California is held
20 ko her 4.4 million acre-foob allobtment, which the Secretary
21 has made very clear, both the prisr secretary and the
2 present secretary, that she will enforce that, is not a full
13 Colorade River aguoduct.
4 And, as I understand the law of the river and the
25 law of the Metropolitan Water Distriect's prefaerantial righte
L1+
HAHN & BOWERSOCK (800) GE0-31B7 (714} E62-1308 Fax




P2-83

10

11

1z

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

5

Letter - P2
Page 61

program, whick has alreedy been wvalidated in the San
Francisco Superior Courk, the brunt of that loss is going to
ba falt in this community.

Bo, this transfer is needed ko sponsor additional
grawkh in this community. I'm not saying that's geod, I'm
aok saying that's bad., Buk, bo Fulfill wour
responeibilicies as lead agencies, Bureau and Imperial
Irrigation District, we have gob to gek this one right. And
this is the majer legal flaw that we have seen in this
document .

Feople here have their motivation for having that
right. Imperial County's motivation io quite
srraightforward. We are concernéed that if there is going to
ba a transfer, if it is going to include fallowing or not,
there mist be full mitigation for all third-party impacts.

What is the source of that mitigation? We cannot
anawar that gquastion aceurataly until we know the wvalua of
the water being btransferrad. We hopefully will understand
what the loss will be in the Imperial Valley. Buk what is
the benafit hera?

It is vitally important that wa get this growth
inducing impact right. And if I can conclude con some
personal testimony based on my experience wikh water
conservation in the City of Los Angeles, it ls commendabla

that water conservation now sesms to be more succeseful in

&1
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this area than it was in

the past.

For example, during the 1%67 -- 77 drought when San

Diego escaped mandatory conservation while the rest of the

atate was suffering cutbacks frem 25 o 60 parceant.

But in historical prospective, if San Diege was

able to accommodate five hundred thousand more people using

the same waber as 1989, the City of Los Angeles since 1377,

when the Court of Appeal sssentially ordered mandatary

congarvation, is using taday the same amount of water bthat

it used in 1977, serving

ane millisn more peoplse.

Sa, Ehars ie a lot more room for consacvabtion haca.

Thank you very much.

ME. CARD: Thank you.

MF. CZAMANSEE:

If I may make a few additional

comments. Following uwp on the last --

M5. CARD: Flease state your name for the record,

ME. CZAMANEEET

David Czamanske for the Sierra

Club. If I may just make & couple BtAtemsnts follewing up

on the pravicus apeaker here, ona af the sbjectives of the

26 -membayr agencies, the Metrepolitan Water Distriet, is to

inersazs their reliance sn local waker supplies, i.a., local

ground water, conservation, water recycling and so om,

therefore decrsasing their dependence on the Metropolitan

Water District.

8o, that precess in itself makes possible space in
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Response to Comment P2-84

Please refer to the Master Response on Other/7 Growth Inducement

Analysis in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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the Colorado River agueduct for additionsl water, i.e., kthis
water transfer to be transferred to San Diege County Water
hutherity far the purpose of growth development.

If I could make scme quick comments on the
Executive Summary and I'm geing to give some page
roferences. 8o, if you have that document, you might want
to refar co thae, pull ie out and refer to it real quickly.

I would peint cut on both page -- on page five it
indicates that the proceeds for water transfers acre to be
used for water conservation technigues and. guote. "as well
ar eovironmental mitigation costs and other implementation
coota. "

Sa, I think in terns of the cost structure of this
project, the responsible agencies want to minimize the cost
of envircnmental micigation are as quite clear under the
Endangarad Species het thak coska -- financial costs musk be
part of the proposal and, in fack, tha Fish and Wildlife
Service cannckt give incidental bake permits withoubt the
agencies ceming forward and apecifying how they are going to
pay for the mitigatien they are proposing.

¥eu will see that again cited on page seven where
it sites ES5A Sectiom 10. On page twelve, I think there's am
error. The ne project alternative ile alternative number
one, not nunber tWe.

On page twelve, it alsc states that whare the no

63
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Response to Comment P2-85
Prior to issuance of the Incidental Take Permit, an implementation
agreement for the HCP would be completed between 11D, USFWS, and
CDFG. The implementation agreement will include assurances that
adequate and reliable funding is available to implement all measures
included in the HCP.

Response to Comment P2-86
The commenter is correct. The No Project alternative is Alternative 1,
not Alternative 2. The text has been corrected. See subsection
Executive Summary in Section 4.2, Text Revisions in this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P2-87
The statements referred to by the commenter regarding the
environmentally superior alternative are not inaccurate. The Proposed
Project has built into it the flexibility to be implemented with any type of
conservation measure and any amount of conservation up to 300
KAFY. So while Alternative 2, 130 KAFY using on-farm conservation
measures only, is identified as the environmentally superior alternative,
the Proposed Project could be implemented using those parameters,
and in that case, it would also be environmentally superior to the other
alternatives.
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1 project alternative is environmentally preferable or
2 envirenmentally superior, whichk it is in this case, that Response to Comment P2-88
) The effects of the Proposed Project on selenium and resultant potential
¥ emdee QEQA Rhe nexk eivironmantsl,. supesics lterantize. quude effects to biological resources from changes in selenium were

evaluated, and mitigation actions were identified for significant impacts.

4 to be identified.
Refer to the Master Response on Hydrology /7 Selenium Mitigation in

5 FEAL alberzative 1o wnemmarlon mmber ee., Mt Section 3 in this Final EIR/EIS.
B then the statement at the bottom of Ehe page on pags twalve

7 is incorrect in that it states "however, this thereflore ia

B the envirommentally superior alternative."

] Mo, that is, quote, the naxt or the sacond moat

Lo envircnmentally superier alternative. That needs to be

11 corrected. And the following sentence as well, 12 and 13,

12 "tha proposed project includes tha flexibility to
13 implemented lt with the same merits -- methods and
14 quantities as alcarnative two and se it could also, if
15 implemented in this manner, be considered environmentally
1& suparior."
17 He, it cannot. Environmental two is the second
18 moat envircnmentally superier project. Thres and four are
13 nok be any means equal o number two, and that nesds to be
20 clarified. This -- you might say it shares many
21 characteristics with the second most superior alternatiwve,

P2-87 22 but it iF mot the same. And that statement is totally

3 13 inaccurata.

g~ B 4 Bightsen statements that the lepact on kiclogical

5 ragources ie not significamt. I -- amd I think moat of the

a4
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environmental community is going bto disagres with that most
skroagly. Selenium affects wildlife, agueduct life in the
draing and in the New River and in the Alamo River and the
impacts on the Salton Sea are going te affect the biological
ressurces of the Salton Sea.

Page 21, recreatlion. It indicates that tha impact
on boat launching and mooring facillity is less than
significant. I ask the guestion what about the boating
axparience itself? Feople who want to tour the sea for
pleasura or go water skiing or whakewvar. They are not going
ke have the same experience with a lake lewvel that is 22
Eaet lowar and a such smaller saa.

on page 13, recraation. Reduced opportunicties for
bird-watching and water foul hunting. This it said would be
mitigated with creating the £ish hatchery and five thousand
acres of man made wetlands. This is not the same experience
ag what axiate thara now. The air guality impacks on a
potential dust storms have been indicated before.

I will just pummarize a couple -- on the last
couple of pages and then I will wrap up. Twenty-nine, the
assthetic experience. It ieg talking about that would be
micigated. I would suggest bo you that the mitigations
proposed there are == do not change the assthatic feature --
the aesthetic experience of being there. Namely, relocating

recreational facilities lower on the shoreline does not
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Response to Comment P2-89
With the implementation of the Salton Sea Habitat Conservation
Strategy, as described in the Master Response on Biology /7 Approach
to Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy (in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS), the elevation of the Salton Sea will not begin to decline until
at least the Year 2030, and the ultimate elevation under the Proposed
Project would be approximately -240 ft msl, reducing the surface area
of the Salton Sea by approximately 16,000 acres (or 25 square miles).
The primary recreation use of the Sea is associated with the fishery.
The Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy mitigates Project
impacts to fish. Since it can be assumed that recreation use would
decline under the Baseline once fish are no longer able to reproduce,
the Project impacts associated with the decline in surface area are still
not considered to be significant.

Response to Comment P2-90
Please refer to the Master Response on Biology [7Approach to the
Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy in Section 3 of this Final
EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P2-91
With implementation of the Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy,
the projected elevation at the end of the 75-year project term is
expected to be -240 msl, rather than -250 msl projected as a worst-
case scenario for the Proposed Project in the Draft EIR/EIS. As a result,
the impacts to aesthetics are expected to be somewhat reduced. The
visual simulations for Alternative 4 in the Draft EIR/EIS, Section 3.11
Aesthetics, best represents the effect the Proposed Project will have
with implementation of the Salton Sea Habitat Conservation Strategy.
However, no Project effects to the Salton Sea, including aesthetics,
would occur until after 2030.
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mitigate for adverse assthetics nor dees putting up
interpretive facilities mitigate for adverse aesthetice.

Also, there i a astatement on the lefe side of that
page thars, "the shoreline la sxpected to decline to minus
250 fesr.™ That's a drap of 27 feak. And I think if needs
to @ay Le dp not just A drep of 22 feet in elevation, buk
you nesad to measurs the horizontal discance. In gome cases
it is miles that the shoreline is being receded.

hnd finally, the sociceconomic impacts discuss net
loas of jobs and 97 million dollars in lost business cutput
cn page 40. What about the positive economic effects of
mongy from the water transfer received from San Diogo?
Thera's alsc a sctatement thers the assumption thar all the
transfer payments not spent on water conservation and so on
quots, "will be passed on to participating farmers." Why is
this the aspumpticm? Why is this --

M3. CARD: T have to ask you ko wrap up, pleasa.

HE. CZIAMANSEE: Some of the funds Lo Larm laborecss,
And finally, on environmental justice I would suggest to you
cthat the air and water quality impacks may wvery wall
dispropoartionally impackt £arm laborers, low income and
minority pecple and I think that needs to be discussed in
that particular mection.

Thank you wvery kindly for your patience. I

appreciate it.

1]
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Response to Comment P2-92
The amount of exposed surface area resulting under the Baseline,
Proposed Project and the Alternatives is discussed elsewhere in the
Draft EIR/EIS. In particular, Figures 3.1-28, 3.1-31, 3.1-33, 3.1-35, and
3.1-37 and the accompanying text describe the area exposed under the
different scenarios. A discussion of the impacts associated with this
decline in the elevation of the Salton Sea is included in Sections 3.6,
Recreation; 3.7, Air Quality; 3.11, Aesthetics; 3.9, Indian Trust Assets;
and 3.15, Environmental Justice.

For further information concerning the potential air quality impacts
associated with the exposure of surface area of the Salton Sea, see the
Master Response on Air Quality-Salton Sea Air Quality Monitoring and
Mitigation Plan in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment P2-93
The Draft EIR/EIS presents the combined net socioeconomic effects for
each modeling scenario presented, including the beneficial effects of
dollars entering the Imperial County economy along with either the
adverse effects of fallowing or the beneficial effects of spending for on-
farm irrigation system improvements and water delivery system
improvements. The effects on the regional economy for each of these
three economic change categories is presented at a disaggregated
level in Appendix G of the Draft EIR/EIS.

The actual redistribution of transfer revenue received from the sale of
water conserved within the [ID water service area has not yet been
identified. To estimate the impact to the Imperial County economy,
some modeling assumptions had to be made. Therefore, it was
assumed that the benefits of conservation would go towards those
directly responsible for conserving the water that would be transferred.

Response to Comment P2-94
In response to comments received, the Environmental Justice section
of the Draft EIR/EIS has been revised. Refer to subsection 3.15,
Environmental Justice in Section 4.2, Text Revisions of this Final
EIR/EIS.
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MS. CARD: Thank you. Plaass, Lf you are making a
second statement, please, be sure to stay within the time.
It would ba wery helpful. Thank you.

M5. MICHEL: Excuse me. My name is Suzanne Michel
and I have very brief commenta. The firat comment was in
ragponse that there will be ne net new water because the
Colorade River acgueduct is already full. And there is no
other way -- I think the assumption is there iz no othar way
ko Eransport water to this region I believe is misleading
because the IBWC, International Battery Water Commission, is
examining the possibility of building a bi-natisnal agqueduct
to be shared by Tijuana and San Diege to bring in this --
whatever you want to call additional wakter bto the region.
Zo, there are currently now atudies to urderge new Eransport
facilities and so that's why we are concerned.

In terms of water consarvation, again, I advise a
consultant ko leok ak litarakture on watar transfars and
growkbh, but alse look ak the literature on conservatiom.
Amy Vickers is one of the mosk reknowned esxperts on water
consarvaticn, and she analyzed that one of the biggest
problems in the west iz cubdoor waker use.

She ranked the top five people == cities that use
tha most cutdoor water and San Dilege iz in that top five in
terms of outdoor water use. Look at all those gresn lawna.

There are other alternatives teo having grean lawns and
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Response to Comment P2-95
SDCWA is currently studying the feasibility of a bi-national water
conveyance pipeline that could transport Colorado River water to the
San Diego and Tijuana areas. The study is still being developed, and
the feasibility of such a project has not been determined. The
conveyance pipeline is not part of the Proposed Project. If SDCWA
were at some point to make a decision to proceed with the conveyance
pipeline, a number of financial, environmental, and institutional
concerns would first have to be identified, addressed, and satisfied.

Response to Comment P2-96
Please refer to the Master Response on Other/J Desalination in
SDWCA Service Area and Comments Calling for Increased
Conservation in Section 3 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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